
  

September 23, 2010 
 

 
This notice contains important information about the following: 

 
• September 21 Board Report 

•  Cushion Water Allocated 
• CVP Water Supply Update 

• Metropolitan Water District Exchange 

• Supplemental Water Update 

• Department of the Navy Agricultural Leases 
 

September 21 Board Report 
 
 Cushion Water Allocated 
 
The Board of Directors decided that 6,000 acre-feet of 2010-2011 CVP Interim Contract water, 
previously withheld as cushion against system losses, will be allocated in September pursuant to the 
Regulations for the Allocation and Use of Agricultural Water Within Westlands Water District. 
 
CVP Water Supply Update 
 
The CVP allocation to south-of-Delta agricultural water service contractors remains at 45 percent.  The 
Jones Pumping Plant is expected to operate at or near maximum capacity through the end of the 
calendar year.  District staff projects, based upon usage-to-date and historical demands, that up to 
300,000 acre-feet of the District’s water supply will be unused at year-end (although this amount will be 
lower after the MWD Exchange is finalized).  Although the District’s Rescheduled Water Policy provides 
for a 0.5 acre-feet per irrigable acre Acreage Based Cap for Rescheduled Water, loss of a portion of the 
0.5 acre-feet per irrigable acre may occur. 
 
Water users are reminded that the District’s Rescheduled Water Policy states that water users shall pay 
all water costs that the District incurs, the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority O&M rate and any 
applicable District rates for lost water. 
 
Storage in Shasta Reservoir is approximately 3.35 million acre-feet, which is about 124 percent of 
normal for this time of year.  Federal storage in San Luis Reservoir is approximately 360,000 acre-feet 
(136 percent of historical average).   Based upon these conditions and assumptions concerning 
hydrology, the ranges of potential allocations for the 2011-2012 water year are as follows: 
 

Hydrology Allocation 

Dry 20-35% 

Average 35-55% 

Wet 55-75% 
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The District will continue monitoring the operations of the CVP and the District’s water use, and provide 
updates monthly so that water users can plan for the 2011 water year. 
 
Metropolitan Water District Exchange  
 
The District has entered into an agreement with Metropolitan Water District to exchange 100,000 acre-
feet of water, and up to an additional 20,000 acre-feet, if agreed by both parties.  For every 3 acre-feet 
of water made available to MWD this year, 2 acre-feet will be returned to the District in the 2011-2012 
water year. To date, water users have offered 73,179 acre-feet into the program.   
 
The District’s goal is to maximize the amount of water available to MWD for exchange. To this end, the 
District is looking for willing sellers of water. The District is willing to pay $20 per acre-foot for 2010-
2011 CVP Interim Contract water. 
 
For planning purposes, CVP Interim Contract water exchanged has an estimated cost of $195 per acre-
foot for total costs on the quantity of water returned.  Additional cost information can be found in Notice 
No. 310 dated July 16, 2010.  This cost will change depending on the final quantity of water sent to 
MWD and includes cost estimates that are being finalized.  A portion of the costs were billed to water 
users in August with additional incremental cost billing to follow when total exchanged acre-feet, costs 
and water types are final.  Applicable District and SLDMWA O&M rates will be billed when return water 
is delivered next year. 
 
Supplemental Water Update 
 
The District is working to acquire 2010-2011 Supplemental Water to meet 64,203 acre-feet of revised 
timely and late requests.  The timing and amounts of expected allocations for Supplemental Water 
acquired are shown in the table below: 
 
 

Allocation Month AF Amount 

April – Actual 8,467 

May – Actual 8,912 

June – Actual 6,051 

July – Actual 3,144 

August – Actual 24,361 
September – Estimated 6,570 

October – Estimated 6,568 

November – Estimated  130 

 
 
Water users are reminded, as explained in recent notices, the District has determined that 2009-2010 
remaining Supplemental Water requested by water users and acquired by the District will continue to 
be stored in New Melones and not delivered into the District until the 2011-2012 water year.  Water 
users with outstanding requests will remain financially responsible for this remaining Supplemental 
Water. 
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Department of the Navy Agricultural Leases 
 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest has provided the enclosed announcements 
informing interested bidders about Department of the Navy Agricultural Leases at Naval Air Station 
Lemoore.  Please use the contact information in the letters if you have any questions about this 
agricultural lease program. 
 
 
No. 314 










